Board of Appeal & Equalization Meeting

April 27th, 2011
Meeting was called to order by Warren Stolp on April 27, 2011 at 9:00am pm. Members present were Warren Stolp, Larry Laakso and Jeff Ekholm and Clerk Karine Woodman. Itasca County representatives present were Larry Daigle, Assistant County Assessor, Beth Ann Mackey, Assessor, Kelly Witted, administrative assistant.
Mr. Daigle started the meeting with an introduction of the meeting. Today’s meeting is regarding property valuations on the 2011 tax statement for taxes payable in 2012.

Mr. Daigle then gave information about the market and what the valuations are based on. The valuations are based on real estate sales from October 2009 to September 2010. The overall value of the township decreased by 1.3% since last year. Our township was in line with others, noting the county’s value decreased 1.6%. Itasca county lost approximately $1 milion in value. There were three (3) sales in Nashwauk Township so they had to look into adjacent townships. The sales were located in Iron Range Township, Lawrence Lake Township, City of Taconite, Balsam Township and Nashwauk Township. A list of the sales used in the survey may be obtained from the Clerk’s office. Mr. Daigle noted that acreage is now being calculated on the GIS system (a form to measure acreage).
· Brian Ryhti (30-122-2104)

Had questions regarding the increase valuation of this property (on Southview). He said it was assessed too high considering the condition. Kelly Witted accompanied him to the property to look at it.
· Ryan Woodman (30-115-2100)

Had a question about the valuation on land. Questioned why assessed low but pays higher taxes compared to surrounding properties. No action taken. 
· Brian Ryhti (30-122-2104)

Issue was revisited when returned to meeting. Items noted: flooring and walls have been stripped down, water in the basement and garage had structural issues. Itasca County suggested reducing value of house from $40,400 to $26,500 and garage from $6,200 to $1,500. Also recommended a reduction on the land from $20,600 to $15,600 due to no septic.

*Motion by Stolp, seconded by Laakso to accept recommendations from Itasca County regarding Mr. Ryhti’s property. Ekholm abstain because he is an employee of Ryhti Construction. Motion carries unanimously.

After a further short discussion, Itasca County reviewed property again and it was previously classified as ‘seasonal’ and wanted to change it to residential non-homestead.
*Motion by Stolp, seconded by Laakso change classification of Mr. Ryhti’s property from Seasonal to Residential Non-Homestead. Ekholm abstain because he is an employee of Ryhti Construction. Motion carries unanimously.

A motion made by Stolp and seconded by Laakso to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 am.
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