
The Board of Appeals and Equalization meeting was called to order by Stolp on April 22, 2015 at 9:08am. Members present: Jeff Ekholm, Warren Stolp and Robert Coughlin and Karine Woodman. Members absent: Amber Goss.

Members from Itasca County were Eric Odden (County Assessor), Russ Namchek (Assessor 1) and Krista Rajala (Assessor). 

Krista introduced herself and other assessors. She said this meeting is for valuation of 2015 for taxes payable in 2016, not about taxes. If you didn’t appear at this township meeting, you cannot appear at the Itasca County meeting. 

Discussed the packet provided. Discussed the zones, and Nashwauk Township is part of zone Z23. The first page shows all the sales in the zone. Total of 14 sales with a median ratio of 98.3%. The county needs to be in the 90-105% range. The next page was just sales from Nashwauk Township and it falls within ratio parameters that the Department of Revenue sets. For land, Nashwauk Township is in zone 4, and the following page describes the different land values compared to other zones. This is a sliding scale to calculate values. The last spreadsheet was all the land sales for Zone 4 and the ratio was 102.5%. No adjustments were made – no changes for Nashwauk Township. 
Residents were then called one by one to discuss their questions and/or concerns. 

1. Jason Yoder (30-127-1202)

Asked about his valuation, with consideration of Essar Steel effect. He has been trying to sell it and wants to know if there has been any adjustments made because of Essar. The county responded and they said there is no indication that Essar has any effect on the property value. Would like to see the value drop from $79,100K to $59K. 
*Motion by Stolp, seconded by Coughlin to keep valuation at the current assessed value of $79,100, with no changes. Motion passed unanimously.

2. Denise Clusiau (30-134-2300)

Wants an explanation of why her valuation has changed so much and what she gets for her taxes. County went through the property and explained classification. All land is currently at high land status when the pictures reflect low land. Eric went with Denise to look at the property and will come back with results. 
3. Rick Hipsag (30-114-2300 & 30-114-2400)

Asked to change his classification on total of 80 acres. Currently, #2300 is currently as seasonal/recreational and rural vacant land and Rick said it should be homestead, agricultural pending county approval. #2400 is pasture land and it is currently at rural vacant land. Rick said he did fill out a homestead application. 

*Motion by Ekholm, seconded by Coughlin to keep valuation at the current assessed value. Motion carried unanimously.

3. Arnold Yuhala (30-006-2304)

Wants to know what the value increase was, increase from $7,300 to $10,400. Neighboring land was given a contiguous discount, but this property lost it contiguous discount when was sold. It became a standalone parcel and therefore the valuation went up. Can make the 2.5 acres contiguous if it was just his name. Can talk to auditor’s office and they might be able to combine the property together to drop the valuation. 
*Motion by Stolp, seconded by Coughlin to keep the valuation the same. Motion carried unanimously.

John Kellen (30-133-1200)

Last year, the assessor looked at the land and reassessed it, however there was no change. Current value is $361,800. 

*Motion by Stolp, seconded by Ekholm to keep the valuation the same. Motion carried unanimously. 

Karine Woodman, clerk for Nashwauk Township wants to discuss her valuation of property, therefore due to MN Statute 274.13, Sub. 1, she must recuse herself.

*Motion by Ekholm, seconded by Stolp to recuse Karine Woodman from the board for the time of discussion of her valuation. Motion carried unanimously. 

Karine Woodman (30-110-4100, 4200, 4300)
Wants to change to agricultural classification, from rural vacant land. Will need to fill out application and the county will need to follow up since they need to get more information. 
*Motion by Stolp, seconded by Coughlin to keep the valuations on all lots the same. Motion carried unanimously. 

*Motion by Stolp, seconded Coughlin to un-recuse Karine Woodman. Motion carried unanimously. 
Denise Clusiau re-entered the meeting at 11:13. County (Russ) has to redraw the parcel on his computer. It needs further follow up. Russ measured the whole thing. Too many differences to make a decision today. 
*Motion by Stolp, seconded by Ekholm to keep the valuation the same. Motion carried unanimously.
Verified some returned ‘homestead’ tax notices to see if the board is aware of current owners.
The county had other property owners to discuss on their behalf.

Thomas Constant (30-127-1305)

Sent email and explained the parcel. Have been trying to sell is $75,800.
*Motion by Ekholm, seconded by Coughlin to keep the valuation the same as per county recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. 

James Jorgenson (30-106-2402)

Current value at 195,900 and it seems he wants interior inspection. 
*Motion by Ekholm, seconded by Stolp to keep the valuation the same as per county recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. 

*Motion by Stolp, seconded by Ekholm to adjourn at 11:27 am.
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