Chairman Warren Stolp called the regular meeting of the Town of Nashwauk to order on Monday, March 9th, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the Cloverdale Hall.  Members present:  Warren Stolp, Larry Laakso, Jeff Ekholm, Terri Holmbeck and Karen Calaguire.  Members absent:  None.

A motion was made by Ekholm and seconded by Stolp to approve the treasurer’s report as read.  Total receipts:  $65,459.30.  Total disbursements:  $39,028.70.  Total ending balance for the month:  $179,192.76.  Certificate of Deposit:  $66,819.29.  Motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Laakso and seconded by Stolp to approve the clerk’s minutes of the last regular as read.   Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Ekholm and seconded by Laakso to approve and pay all claims presented to the board for payment.  Motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

Mark Mandich was present at the meeting to answer any questions that the board and concerned citizens had in regards to making changes to the current health care options for union employees.  

The board agreed unanimously to put the water softener purchase for the hall indefinitely on hold due to necessity vs. budgetary restraints.

Meeting reminders were given to the board for the Board of Appeal & Equalization/April 30th @ 1:00 PM and the Road Inspection Meeting April 30th, at 9:00 AM.
Clerk Calaguire gave a short report on the RAMS Annual Dinner Meeting she attended in February.
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After a discussion on the state of the township’s finances, a motion was made by Stolp and seconded by Ekholm to recommend the following levy for recommendation at the Annul Town Meeting:
NEW BUSINESS:

A motion was made by Ekholm and seconded by Laakso to send any of the board members to the Annual Short Course in Grand Rapids on April 2nd at cost of $45 per member.  Motion carried unanimously.

The clerk presented to the board draft copies of informational letters which will be presented to the electors at the Annual Town Meeting.  Once the board has reviewed and approved the information obtained by the clerk, they will become public record and be presented at the Annual Town Meeting for 2009.

Communication and correspondence put on file:

· Western Mesabi Mine Planning Board Minutes/Agenda

· Itasca County Township Association Meeting/Agenda

· Itasca County Highway Department/Five Year Plan

· Emails (Van Reese/anonymous?)

· Itasca County Call for Service for 2008

· Itasca County Environmental Services:  Public Hearing to the County Subdivision Ordinance


· Taconite Production/Municipal Aid payable 2009 for 2008 production

Howard Paakkonen addressed the board with a question of what the clerk is going to do since she has obtained a full time position with another entity.  Chairman Stolp stated that this question will be answered later in this meeting.

Roger Weber had questions about the state of the Essar Steel Plant Project.  As far as the board knows the project is still moving forward as planned.


An email was received by the clerk from a citizen who does not want to be identified in any township proceedings, minutes, etc.  The board told the citizen in question and the audience that any time he/she addresses the board with an item for discussion; he/she must be identified for official record.


Pat Coughlin wanted to know what the letters were about as referenced in agenda item #2 under new business.  Chairman Stolp stated that the letters are for review of the board and draft copies only.  They will become official documents once they have been approved by the board members collectively.  The materials in question are for Annual Meeting purposes.


At this time in the meeting, Clerk Calaguire answered Mr. Paakkonen’s reference to her employment status.  The clerk read aloud her letter of resignation, stating that she feels that she can no longer continue to hold the office of clerk due to the time constraints of her new position.  It is of her opinion that the position of the town clerk needs to be filled by someone that can give the proper time and commitment to do the job with efficiency and timeliness, which she no longer will be able to do with her new full-time position.  She will be done on April 15th, 2009.  Her letter was received by the board and put on file.


The board requested that any interested parties who would like to fill the position until the next election, to please contact any of the board members and attend the reconvened board meeting on Tuesday, March 24th.


A motion was made by Laakso and seconded by Ekholm to recess the meeting until Tuesday, March 24th, 2009 at 7:00 PM.  Motion carried unanimously.


The meeting was reconvened on Tuesday, March 24th, 2009 at 7:00 PM.  All members were present.


Len Hardy spoke on behalf of the committee that was put together at the Annual Town Meeting to find a possible alternative to the contract with Itasca County for snowplowing.  The committee gathered information and after discussion, they recommended that the township stay with the county contract.  A motion was made by Laakso and seconded by Ekholm to accept the recommendation to approve and sign the annual snowplowing contract.  Motion carried unanimously.


The board discussed and decided on a format for the mileage logs for township vehicles and equipment.  The clerk will make up the logs.

A motion was made by Ekholm and seconded by Laakso to bid $500.00 to obtain the DNR contract to maintain the Sucker Lake and Little McCarthy Lake Public Accesses.  Motion carried unanimously.  The clerk will submit the bid contract.


Resumes were received from two interested individuals for the opening clerk’s position.  Applicants were Sally Ekholm and Karine Woodman.  After being but to a paper vote, Karine Woodman received two votes and Sally Ekholm received one.  A motion was made by Stolp and seconded by Laakso to appoint Karine Woodman to fill the opening clerk’s position.  The motion carried, with Ekholm voting no.  Ms. Woodman will retain the position until the next General Election in November of 2010.  She will begin her duties on April 15th, 2009.

A motion was made by Ekholm and seconded by Laakso to have the current clerk purchase the township a computer for the new clerk’s office with a cap of $1,200.00.  Motion carried unanimously.  

The board discussed and directed Marty Dusterhoft to build a storage room for township records in the stage area of the town hall.  


A motion was made by Ekholm and seconded by Laakso to allow any of the board members to attend the Annual Dinner Meeting for Itasca County Association of Townships on April 13th.  Motion carried unanimously.


The clerk read an email she received from Lucy Coughlin requesting a lengthy list of information.  After reading an email from Kent Sulem, the MAT attorney received back in April of 2008, the board agreed that there must be a compromise to her request.  Pat Coughlin asked if the clerk could provide reports like the ones citizens received at the Annual Town Meeting.   Clerk Calaguire stated absolutely.  She will provide him with the requested reports for the years of 2000-2007.  Mr. Coughlin feels that he should be able to obtain the information that he needs from those reports.  He also said to put a hold on the email request from his wife for now.

The current clerk gave information she obtained from the Itasca County Auditor in reference to free audits.  Auditor Walker stated that the county does not do any free audits.

Marty Dusterhoft informed the board that the roof is leaking at the sheds.  He was instructed to get a quote on what it will cost to have the repairs done and bring it back to the board.


A motion was made by Ekholm and seconded by Stolp to donate $200.00 to the Garden Club for planting the flowers at the town hall.  Motion carried unanimously.

With no further business to discuss a motion was made by Stolp and seconded by Ekholm to adjourn at 7:47 PM.  Motion carried unanimously.

The next regular meeting will be on Wednesday 15th 2009, at 7:00 PM in the Cloverdale Hall.

ATTEST:

_________________________________________   ______________________________________

Clerk                                                                             Chairman                                                     

___________________________

Date
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